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Walking in the Light

(CRITICAL CONCEPT #4)

1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 
hands, concerning the Word of Life—
2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us—
3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you 
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.
4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, 
that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;
7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His 
word is not in us.

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
2 and He Himself is the propitiation [satisfaction] for our sins; and 
not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
1 John 1:1-2:2

Slide #1
 The Introduction article for 
Critical Concepts in Christian 
Living discussed two diametrically 
opposed viewpoints dealing with
the Christian life.  It would be helpful 
to read that introduction article
prior to considering any of the 
four Critical Concepts.  The article 
Critical Concept #4 addresses the 
content of 1 John 1:3-2:2, walking 
in the light.

Slide #2
 The 1 John 1:3-2:2 text (NASB) 
is present on slide #2.
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1 John 1:1-2:2
Outline

PURPOSE of the MESSAGE
1 John 1:3-4

we proclaim to you what we have seen and heard
 so that you also may have fellowship with us
       and
              indeed our fellowship is with the Father
            and
                       with His Son, Jesus Christ
         and
we write these things
            so that our joy may be made complete.
      

3

4

1st Purpose

2nd Purpose

Slide #3 
 The outline of 1 John 1:3-2:2 
is segmented as follows:
Purpose of the Message   1:3-4
Content of the Message   1:5-2:2
   Conditions for Fellowship 1:5-7
      Continuation of Fellowship  1:8-10
   Case for Sinlessness?       2:1-2

Slide #4 
 In 1 John 1:3-4, John addressed 
the Purpose of the Message that is 
stated in verse 5.  He tells us there 
were in fact two objectives for writing 
his letter.  First, John’s desire was 
that all believers would experience 
fellowship (mutual sharing)1 with 
the apostolic witnesses, those men 
who had been with Christ “from 
the beginning” (1 John 1:1-2;
Acts 1:8; 10:41).2  As the apostles 
had experienced fellowship with 
the Christ, they in turn wanted every 
Christian to likewise experience 
that intimacy.  Second, John’s 
communicates the principles of 
Christian living so that they not 
only become every Christian’s 
experience but also that the apostles 
themselves would experience joy in 
the knowledge that fellowship had 
been put into practice in the church.  
John later explains, “I have no greater 
joy than this, to hear of my children 
walking in the truth” (3 John 4).
 As we consider the principles 
for Christian living that John gives in 1 John 1:5-2:2, nowhere does he indicate that the “power of the Spirit” is the means of 
abundant living.  As previously discussed in Romans 8:1-14 (Critical Concept #1), Galatians 5:16-25 (Critical Concept #2), and
Ephesians 5:1-21 (Critical Concept #3), nowhere in the how-to-live sections of any of these letters does the “power of the Spirit” for 
living the Christian life come into play.  The silence is deafening and is intentional.  The same goes for 1 John as well.  There is no 
mention of the “power of the Spirit” for Christian living.
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CONDITION for FELLOWSHIP
1 John 1:5-7

      Now
this is the message we have heard from Him
                  and
       announce to you, 
         that God is light,
             and
         that there is no darkness in Him at all.
If we say we have fellowship with Him
                and
            yet walk in the darkness,
    we lie
             and
          do not practice the truth.
      But
If we walk in the light
               as He Himself is in the light,
     we have fellowship with one another 
          and
     the blood cleanses us from all sin,
 of Jesus His Son 

5

6

7

1st If-Then
Statement 

2nd If-Then
Statement 

 Remember John was the Gospel writer that provided Jesus’ claim: ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”
(John 10:10b).  While possessing eternal life is through faith in Christ, experiencing abundant living is by obedience.  Obedience 
involves the believer’s choices, not some alleged power sources (see the Introduction to Critical Concepts in Christian Living).
 With this in view, lets consider the content of John’s message to those who are believers in Christ, those who already possess 
eternal life.

Slide #5 
 John addressed the Content 
of the Message in 1 John 1:5-2:2.  
The first segment is the Condition 
for Fellowship (1:5-7).  The basis 
of intimacy with God John writes 
is “that God is light and there 
is no darkness in Him” (v 5).  
Using the contrasting imagery of 
light and darkness as Paul did in
Ephesians 5 (see Critical Concept #3), 
John emphasizes the incompatibility 
of light and darkness.  Not only are 
they diametrically opposed to one 
another; darkness cannot coexist 
with light.
 Light represents an attribute 
of God—He is holy—and that 
understanding is foundational in 
order to experience fellowship with 
Christ.  “Holiness is the absence of 
evil and the presence of [purity].”3  
Christ contrasted evil deeds of 
darkness from the deeds of the light 
in John 3:19-21, in a similar manner 
as Paul in Ephesians 5:7-13.  The 
world’s system influences the “works 
of darkness” (v 11), while the Word of God influences the “fruit of the light” (v 9).  Clarity about the character of God, being completely 
absent of evil, is fundamental to understanding fellowship with Christ.
 Keeping in mind God’s holiness, John set forth the first of six “if-then” statements regarding fellowship (v 6).4  In each “if-then” 
statement that follow, John gives a present or probable future condition (“if” clause) followed with two conclusions (“then” clauses) 
in each case.  The condition leads to the conclusions as follows:
  Condition #1—“If we say you have fellowship (mutual sharing) with Him
            and yet walk in darkness,” 
  Conclusion #1A—“we lie”
                and
  Conclusion #1B—“we do not practice the truth.”
 Notice the plural we shift from exclusively referring to the apostles in verses 1-5 to now include the readers of this letter as well 
and therefore applying to every believer.5  All believers in Christ are positionally holy before God, having been cleansed of their sins 
that were paid for by means of Christ’s sacrifice (see 1 Cor 6:11).  Consequently, each Christian can now experience a mutual sharing of 
things in common with God but only if he/she is not committing sin.  If a believer walks outside of the revealed light of God’s holiness, 
meaning to walk in darkness, it is impossible to have fellowship with Him.  Consequently, one cannot claim to have fellowship with 
God and have behavior that is inconsistent with the revealed light of God’s word.

Continue to Next Page
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WALKING
the Options

Slide #6 
 The options in the Christian life 
are shown on this slide.  Walking in 
the light is a choice to remain “in 
the realm of holiness,” as revealed 
in the Word of God.6  On the other 
hand, a person who chooses to walk 
in darkness “is moving in a moral and 
spiritual sphere from which God is 
absent.”7  In so doing is “to hide from 
God and to refuse to acknowledge 
what we know about Him.”8  That 
choice can be ours as it was with 
Adam and Eve in the Garden.

Slide #7
 Returning to verse 7, John 
gives the condition for experiencing 
fellowship with God in the second 
“if-then” statement.
Condition #2—
    “If we walk in the light
  as He Himself is in the light,”
Conclusion #2A
    “we have fellowship with one
  another”
       and
Conclusion #2B—
    “the blood of Jesus His Son
  cleanses us from all sin.”  
 If indeed we walk in the light, 
being exposed to and aligned with 
God’s word, we will share the 
same desires together with God 
Himself.  The Christian and God 
then experience communion with one 
another.  When this is occurring, all 
our sin (miss the mark)9 is cleansed 
away.  We will address “forgiveness” 
and “cleansing” of sin in detail in 
verse 9.  Here our focus has to do 

7

CONDITION for FELLOWSHIP
1 John 1:5-7

      Now
this is the message we have heard from Him
                  and
       announce to you, 
         that God is light,
             and
         that there is no darkness in Him at all.
If we say we have fellowship with Him
                and
            yet walk in the darkness,
    we lie
             and
          do not practice the truth.
      But
If we walk in the light
               as He Himself is in the light,
     we have fellowship with one another 
          and
     the blood cleanses us from all sin,
 of Jesus His Son 

5

6

7

1st If-Then
Statement 

2nd If-Then
Statement 

with sin when a Christian is actually walking in the light and having fellowship with God who is the Light.  In this case, sins of which 
the believer is unaware, being committed in ignorance, are cleansed.  Notice Hebrews 9:7 indicates that even the Law covered sins that 
were committed in ignorance.  The Reason: God can not have fellowship with a believer otherwise since sins would separate a holy 
God from a disobedient believer.  Remember while Christians are positionally holy before God, He only can experience fellowship 
with believers who are walking obediently, experiencing holiness with God.
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WALKING in EXPANDING LIGHT
Revealed in God’s Word

 In Summary: If we keep on walking in the light with God, we keep on having fellowship with God and the blood of Jesus keeps 
on cleansing all sin.

Slide #8
 Notice that walking in the light 
actually means living in the light in 
which we are exposed.  As we grow 
in our knowledge of God through His 
word, we experience an increased 
exposure to an expanding revelation 
of God’s will.  Only as we conform 
to the expanding light of the Word do 
we increasingly experience intimacy 
with Christ.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Incremental Expansion

Increasing Knowledge
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Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission
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Slide #9
 Slide #9 depicts the incremental 
development for walking in the 
light from the Word.  [The source of 
this and other slides are from Zane 
Hodges’ Class Notes, DTS, 1972.]  
Beginning at salvation represented 
by the cross, increasing exposure 
to the Word results in an increasing 
knowledge of God’s will.  Like 
stacking building blocks, studying 
the Word provides an expanding 
knowledge to which the believer 
should respond in obedience.  The 
Result: experiencing continuous 
fellowship with the Light.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT
the Potential

Increasing Knowledge

In
cr

ea
si

ng
 O

be
di

en
ce

Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission

Potential
Trajectory

(Obedience to
revealed light)
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Slide #10
 The trajectory of the upward 
track represents the potential that 
can be experienced.  In verse 7, John 
presents the ideal to which each 
Christian should strive.  However, 
believers continue to have a
propensity to sin, thwarting the 
realization of that ideal.  John 
addresses the dilemma when 
our potential is curbed by our 
disobedience in verse 9.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Growing Fellowship
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Slide #11
 Before we move on to discuss
disobedience, slide #11 clarifies the 
path that leads to continuous
growing fellowship with Christ.  Not 
only are we responsible to continually 
be exposed to and internalize more 
and more of God’s word but also we 
must likewise conform to His will 
in order to experience fellowship 
with Christ.  The one-to-one 
correspondence between increasing 
knowledge of God and an obedient 
response to God is necessary for 
unhindered fellowship with God.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Growing Fellowship

 

Know

Know

O
be

y

O
be

y

O
be

y

Know
KnowO

be
y

Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission

Growing
 Fellowship*

(Accumulation of
fellowship experiences
leading to friendship)

Revelation
    Demands a
        Response!

*Fellowship = mutual sharing
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Slide #12
 Revelation demands a response!  
The incremental development of 
the believer’s walk in the light 
(knowing, embracing God’s will, 
and obeying, responding to His 
will) produces growing fellowship 
through mutually shared experiences 
between the believer and Christ.  
The accumulation of fellowship 
experiences leads to friendship with 
God, which is illustrated by the 
Eleven disciples (see John 15:14) 
and Abraham (see Jam 2:23).10

13

CONTINUATION of  FELLOWSHIP
1 John 1:8-10

If we say we have no sin,
     we are deceiving ourselves 
          and
     the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins,
     He is faithful and righteous
       to forgive our sins 
                      and
       to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
      But
If we say we have not sinned,
     we make Him a liar
           and
     His word is not in us.

8

9

10

3rd If-Then
Statement

4th If-Then
Statement

5th If-Then
Statement

Slide #13
 After addressing the Condition 
for Fellowship (vv 5-7), John 
next moves to the Continuation of 
Fellowship (vv 8-10).  Having an 
inclination to sin, each Christian’s 
consistent daily fellowship with 
Christ is not guaranteed.  Remember 
the realization of the ideal requires 
continual obedience to God’s word.
 In verse 8, we find the third 
“if-then” statement.
Condition #3—
    “If we say we have no sin,” 
Conclusion #3A—
    “we are deceiving ourselves”
  and
Conclusion #3B—
    “the truth is not in us.”
 If a Christian believes he/she
has no sin, three things are evident.  
First, the believer does not understand 
that every person (Christian and non-
Christian) possesses a propensity 
to sin.  Second, exposure to and 
applying God’s word is an ongoing 
process, requiring time.  Third, if the believer is walking in fellowship with Christ, sins in ignorance (being unaware) are cleansed away 
(see v 7).  Consequently, if a Christian denies having sin, he/she is mislead,11 being self-deceived or deluded.  In that case, the “truth is 
not in him/her” in the sense of not allowing the truth to influence his/her understanding of God’s holiness and man’s inclination to sin.
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 With the realization that Christians do sin when walking in their daily life, John states the fourth “if-then” statement in verse 9.
  Condition #4—“If we confess our sins,
            He is faithful and righteous”
  Conclusion #4A—“to forgive our sins”
                and
  Conclusion #4B—“to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
 This verse brings up three major distinctions that must be understood in the Christian life: (1) confession versus repentance,
(2) forgiveness at salvation versus forgiveness in daily life and (3) total cleansing versus partial cleansings.  Based on the character 
and faithfulness of God, He will forgive sins and cleanse us when we confess our sins in our daily walk.

Confession versus Repentance
 We learned in Critical Concept #1 (Rom 8:1-14) that when believers “live in relation to the flesh,” they are actually walking in 
the realm of death (Rom. 8:13).  A living death is the separation from fellowship or communion with Christ because of sin.12  To walk 
in darkness is to walk in sin outside the revealed light of God’s truth (1 John 1:6), forfeiting fellowship with Christ (1 John 1:7).
 For sinning believers to respond to God and walk in the light, John pointed out two concepts: confession (1 John 1:9) and repentance 
(e.g., Rev. 2:5).  To confess sins is to agree with God in His assessment of our sin.  Confession has to do with keeping short-term 
accounts, immediately addressing one’s improper behavior or thought life.  On the other hand, repentance is a realization of prolonged 
waywardness from God, including a decision to turn from one’s sins.13  [For detail information on “repentance” see Myth #8, 105-16, 
and Appendix B, 185-95, in Hold Fast.]
 Confession and repentance remove the barrier of hostility between the believer and God, caused by sin.14  Then when the believer 
confesses or repents of his sin, God forgives those sins and harmony between the believer and God is restored.  No matter the length of 
time a wayward believer strays, having his fellowship with God restored depends simply on the believer’s expressed desire to return 
to the Father.  The Father eagerly waits for the errant child to repent of his sin, and then God restores and renews that fellowship (e.g., 
Luke 15:11-20).

Forgiveness at Salvation versus Forgiveness in Daily Walk
 When a person receives the gift of eternal life, a relationship with Christ is established.  That relationship is based on faith in 
Christ.  Peter linked forgiveness and faith at regeneration when he said, “through His [Christ’s] name everyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:43).  Past sins are forgiven and harmony with God is established (see Article, When Are Sins 
Forgiven?).  Fellowship with God replaces hostility with Him.15  Self-reliance and independence from God are exchanged for a state 
of mutually shared experiences between the believer and God.16

 Forgiveness in the Christian’s daily walk can be addressed in two ways but only the second can be supported from the Scriptures:
 The first approach wrongly states that a believer is judicially forgiven for all his sins (past, present and future) at the moment of 
salvation.17  The judge declares the guilty party totally forgiven.  But then a problem arises when a believer sins in his daily walk with 
the Lord.  The believer can continue in fellowship with God simply by confessing any current sin, in other words, by keeping a short 
account with God.  As 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins.”  However, in this 
first view all sin was forgiven when a person was initially saved.  Why then does God need to forgive someone in his walk when He 
has already forgiven him the moment of belief?  This view erroneously demands double forgiveness for the same sins.
 This theological dilemma is created because a distinction is made between a supposed judicial forgiveness, taking place at salvation, 
and parental forgiveness, which is the moment-by-moment experience in the Christian life.  While no one disputes that forgiveness in
1 John is understood from the viewpoint of a parent-child relationship, there is a lack of biblical support for judicial forgiveness.  Judges 
determine guilt or innocence, not forgiveness.18  The result of coupling “judicial forgiveness” with “parental forgiveness” produces a 
forgiving-the-forgiven teaching, requiring double forgiveness for the same sins.
 The second approach provides a better alternative and conforms to the scriptural evidence, eliminating the dilemma of “double 
forgiveness.”  To intertwine Christ’s payment for sin at the cross with God’s forgiveness of sin is biblically unwarranted.19  “Payment 
for sin” and “forgiveness of sin” are two separate and distinct issues.  All sins (past, present, and future) were judicially paid at the cross 
so that the justice of God was satisfied.  Judicially God declares the believer legally righteous at the moment of salvation.  Based upon 
that pronouncement, the believer’s past sins are forgiven,20 and this allows for the establishment of harmony between him and God.21  

Later when the believer does sin, 1 John 1:9 applies.  He confesses, God forgives, and harmony is restored.  This process continues 
until the believer dies or Christ returns.
 Making distinctions in forgiveness are critical.  All sins (past, present, and future) were paid for by the work of Christ on the 
cross.  God’s justice is completely satisfied.  Through faith in Christ alone, the believer is given the gift of eternal life.  A relationship 
and harmony with God is established and past sins are forgiven.  Maintaining that harmony or fellowship depends on the believer.  If 
the believer chooses to walk disobediently, the sin barrier restricts fellowship experiences.  Confession brings restoration, and walking 
with Christ resumes.22

 All sins are already paid for at salvation, but all sins are not forgiven at salvation.  Consequently, at death you may go into the 
presence of God with unconfessed, unforgiven sins.  Remember, payment of sins is not forgiveness of sins.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Deteriorating Fellowship
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Total Cleansing versus Partial Cleansings
 John provides clarity to cleansings by God in John13:5-11.  In the context of Jesus washing the feet of His disciples, Peter said, 
“Never shall you wash my feet!” (v 8).  Jesus responds, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”  Missing the point Peter 
countered, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head” (v 9).  Jesus then taught, “He who has bathed needs 
only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you [the Eleven] are clean, but not all of you [indicating Judas, who would betray 
Jesus]” (v 10).
 We need to understand and appreciate the custom of foot washing in the first century.  Sandals worn provided little protection 
against the dust and filth from the roads.  For this reason, as guests entered a home a servant would wash the soiled feet of the visitors.23  
In the Upper Room, Jesus placed Himself in a servant’s position and washed His disciples dirty feet.  He taught a number of things 
through this example of servanthood.  Our concern here is his distinction between “baths” and “washings.”  Remember, Jesus taught, 
“He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean” (v 10).  The Eleven had already experienced a total bath 
when they believed in Christ for eternal life.  They were totally cleansed, being declared righteous with their sins (past, present, and 
future) having been paid for and their past sins having been forgiven (Col 2:13).  But notice Jesus said to Peter, already bathed, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no part with Me” (v 9).  “Not part with Me” does not refer to salvation, a relationship with Christ.  Rather, 
one’s daily walk needs constant cleansings—or partial washings—in order to continue to experience fellowship with Jesus.  Partial 
washings ensure the Christian continues to walk in fellowship with Christ.

Putting It Together
 When these three distinctions are understood, clarity to verse 9 is clearly understood.  When a Christian is walking in the light of 
the Word and becomes aware of behavior that is contrary to God’s will, he must confess that sin in order for fellowship with Christ to 
be unaffected.  Continued fellowship is assured since God forgives that sin and as well cleanses (partial washings) the believer of all 
sin, conscious and unconscious.

Slide #14
 As a believer is walking in 
fellowship with Christ and the 
expanding light of God’s Word 
exposes a thought or action that 
does not align with God’s will, the 
Christian must agree with God’s 
assessment or fellowship is forfeited.  
Slide #14 shows the implication 
of not responding properly to the 
revealed light of the Word.  The 
believer walks away from a portion 
of the revealed light.

Continue to Next Page
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Deteriorating Fellowship

Know

D
is

ob
ey

Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission

Deteriorating
Fellowship
(Sin affecting
exposure to

desires of God)

Decision
not to walk in
revealed light

= SIN

15

Slide #15
 Fellowship with Christ begins 
to deteriorate when the decision is 
made to not walk in a portion of 
the revealed light.  A disobedience 
response is a sin—to miss the mark 
of God’s will.  By rejecting the truth 
of God, the believer steps away from 
the light and fellowship with Christ 
deteriorates.

16

Slide #16
 Restoration of fellowship can 
only happen when the Christian 
agrees with God’s assessment 
of sin, confessing it.  Then the 
believer is again walking in the 
light as God forgives and cleanses 
all sin, including the present sin 
confessed as well as those sins of 
which the Christian are still unaware.  
Remember that all sins (past, present, 
and future) were already paid for at 
the cross, allowing for regeneration 
through faith in Christ.  At salvation, 
the believer is totally bathed, being 
declared righteous, and past sins 
are forgiven. On the other hand, 
walking in fellowship with Christ 
concerns daily forgiveness and 
partial cleansings.

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Restoring Fellowship
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Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission
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Relationship Fellowship

Means

Basis

FORGIVENESS
Past and Present

Belief in
Christ

(Position)

Confessed
Sins

(Practice)

Eternal
Life

(Total Bath)
Result

Abundant
Life

(Partial Wash)

Work of
Christ

(Sacrifice)

Work of
Christ

(Advocate)

Slide #17
 An overview of forgiveness 
associates forgiveness of past sins 
taking place at the establishment of 
a relationship with Christ.  Belief 
in Christ is the means by which we 
obtain our position in God.  Being 
totally bathed, with all sins already 
been paid for, past sins are forgiven.  
Made spiritually alive, the Christian 
then can experience fellowship with 
Christ as he/she walks in the light.  
As sins are revealed, they must be 
confessed in order for fellowship to 
be maintained and abundant living to 
be a continuous daily reality.  When 
sins are confessed, they are forgiven 
and the person is cleansed.  Christ 
establishes our relationship with 
God, as our sacrifice, and defends 
us before God in heaven, as our 
advocate (see v 2:1).
 Keep in mind:  Fellowship 
restoration is the result of needed 
repentance, not confession, when 
a Christian has persistently walked 
waywardly in darkness.

18

CONTINUATION of  FELLOWSHIP
1 John 1:8-10

If we say we have no sin,
     we are deceiving ourselves 
          and
     the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins,
     He is faithful and righteous
       to forgive our sins 
                      and
       to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
      But
If we say we have not sinned,
     we make Him a liar
           and
     His word is not in us.

8

9

10

3rd If-Then
Statement

4th If-Then
Statement

5th If-Then
Statement

Slide #18
 Returning to verse 10, we find 
the fifth “if-then” statement.
Condition #5—
    “If we say we have not sinned,”
Conclusion #5A—
    “we make Him a liar”
   and
Conclusion #5B—
    “His word is not in us.”
 Having sin exposed, Christians 
must agree with God’s assessment to 
be forgiven and cleansed in order to 
sustain fellowship with Christ (v 9).  
On the other hand, the believer can 
claim otherwise.  In so doing, God 
is made a liar and His word has no 
relevance in the believer’s daily walk.  
The claim is that God is untruthful 
and thus His will from the Word is 
insignificant in the believer’s life 
choices.
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WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Potential vs Practice

Potential

Practice

Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission

Lost
Potential

19

Slide #19
 When we consider “walking in 
the light,” the distinction between 
the Christian’s potential and his/
her practice is shown on slide #19.  
When the believer sins or misses 
the mark of God’s will found in 
the Word, that person is walking 
away from the revealed light until 
sin is confessed and forgiveness is 
received.  Notice the implication on 
the potential ideal, which could have 
been the experience, every time the 
Christian fails to walk in the light.  
Every misstep in Christian practice 
ultimately affects our potential 
growth because we loose out on time 
spent walking in fellowship with 
Christ. 

WALKING IN THE LIGHT
Potential vs Practice

Potential

Practice

Source: Zane Hodges
Used by Permission

Lost
PotentialFellowship

Experiences
(Leading to Friendship)

Fellowship
Deterioration
(Caused by Sin)

20

Slide #20
 While the accumulation of 
fellowship experiences leads to 
friendship with God, illustrated 
by the Eleven (e.g., John 15:14) 
and Abraham (e.g., Jam 2:23).24 

Refusing to walk in the light leads 
us away from God’s will and we 
experience a deterioration of our 
fellowship with Christ.
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21

CASE for SINLESSNESS?
1 John 2:1-2

          My little children,
I am writing these things to you
 so that you may not sin.
      But
If anyone does sin,
     we have an Advocate with the Father,
   Jesus Christ the righteous One;
              and
          He Himself is the satisfaction for our sins;
              and
           not only satisfaction for our sins.
               but
           also for the sins of the whole world.

1

2

6th If-Then
Statement

Slide #21
 Remember that there are no 
chapter or verse distinctions in the 
Greek text.  I am suggesting the flow 
of thought naturally continues into 
1 John 2:1-2.  John tells believers 
he wrote the previous material with 
the purpose that they would not 
sin.25  In light of the prior verses, 
sinless perfection is not in view!  
However, John does communicate 
the potential ideal of the believer 
to walk in the light of God’s word, 
choosing to respond obediently each 
time new revelation is encountered.  
Consequently, the believer can 
remain in continual fellowship with 
Christ, as God cleanses those sins 
that the believer is currently unaware.  
John is encouraging uninterrupted 
fellowship with Christ with believers 
choosing to walk in the light rather 
than to sin (to walk in darkness).
  Nevertheless, John understands 
the inevitability for missing the mark 
and provides the sixth “if-then” 
statement. 
  Condition #6—“If anyone does sin,”
  Conclusion #6A—“we have an Advocate with the Father,
           Jesus Christ the righteous One;”
                and
  Conclusion #6B—“He Himself is the satisfaction for our sins,”
            and
      “not only satisfaction for our sins”
            but
      “also for the sins of the whole world.”
 If a Christian does sin, John now assures us first that Jesus is our Advocate and second that Jesus is the satisfaction for our sins.  
In verse 1:9, John taught what we need to do if we sin.  We are to confess that sin so harmony with Christ can continue, as He forgives 
and cleanses us.  In our current text (2:1b -2), we get a glimpse into what happens in when we do sin.
 Jesus’ advocacy on behalf of the believer could be understood as intercessory prayer.  Jesus, in fact, prayed to the Father that 
Peter’s faith “would not fail” (Luke 22:32).  This understanding is supported by the indwelling Spirit, the other Advocate, “interceding 
for the saints according to the will of God” (Rom 8:27).26  In those instances, the intercession was for believers to live obediently and 
not sin.  Nevertheless, in our text the concern centers on God’s “provision for His people when they sin.”27  It has to do with “Christ…
who is [now] at the right hand of God and who also is interceding for us” (Rom 8:34).  Notice, this takes place in the very presence of 
God in heaven.
 With that in mind, the term advocate means “one who appears in another’s behalf, mediator, intercessor, helper.”28  When a 
believer sins, “Christ as Advocate pleads the cause of the believer against the ‘accuser.’”29  And Satan, our adversary, is “the accuser 
of the brethren…who accuses them before our God day and night” (Rev 12:10).  “Of course it seems strange that Satan should have 
access to the very throne of God, yet this is precisely the picture of Job 1” (Job 1:6; 2:1; e.g., Zech 3:1).30  In God’s presence, Satan 
continually “accuses us before God when we sin”31 and Jesus intercedes “in the sense legal advocacy.”32

 The central issue in the face-off between the adversary and our Advocate is our sin.  Jesus “the righteous One” defends our 
positional righteousness even though we have sinned in our daily walk.  Being both “faithful and righteous” (v 1:9), he pleads our case 
because the demand of God’s holiness and righteousness was met on the cross and we “stand before God in all the righteousness of 
Christ” (e.g., 2 Cor 5:21).33  All our sins have been paid for and being in Christ, who is the propitiation or satisfaction for sin, God is 
satisfied.34

 For a moment consider the fact that we place our Savior in the position of having to defend us when we sin and sin over and over 
again.  That thought should make us reticent to sin, striving to remain constantly in fellowship with Christ.  God loved us so much “He 
give His only begotten Son” that we who believe “in Him…have eternal life” (John 3:16).  His love demonstrated to us that we could 
experience spiritual life should motivate us to love Him in return.
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WALKING
the Options

 Nevertheless, the love in sending His Son resulted in sins (past, present, and future) of every human being paid for—believer and 
non-believer alike (v 2:2c).  However, “the removal of sin as a barrier to God’s saving grace does not automatically bring regeneration 
and eternal life.”35  A person remains spiritually dead (Eph 2:1; 4:18) until that one believes in Christ for eternal life (e.g., Eph 2:5, 8; 
John 3:16).

Slide #22
 The options in the Christian life 
are to walk in the light or to walk 
in darkness.  We choose to walk 
in the sphere of holiness or in the 
sphere darkness.  The former leads 
abundant living, while the latter 
produces a living death, the forfeiture 
of fellowship with Christ.

23

WALKING in EXPANDING LIGHT
Revealed in God’s Word

Slide #23
 As we grow in our knowledge 
of God revealed in the Word of God, 
we experience an increased exposure 
to an expanding revelation of God’s 
will.  Only as we continually conform 
to the ever-increasing light of the 
Word do we experience intimacy 
with Christ.
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PRODUCT OF CHOICES

leads to

CHOICES

WALKING
in the

LIGHT

INTIMACY
with

CHRIST

LIFESTYLE

LeaderQuest

LQ

Slide #24
 First John 1:3-2:2 explains that 
fellowship with Christ is a product 
of choices in the daily decisions 
we make, not power sources.  If 
we choose to walk in the light and 
conform to the will of God in His 
word, we will experience intimacy 
with Christ.  Our lifestyle is the 
product of  “walking in the light.”
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to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice after having already obeyed God for many years (Jam 2:21-24).  As a result of 
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Hodges, Harmony With God, 71.
God never forgives those who do not possess eternal life.  Hodges writes, “People do go to hell unforgiven, but 
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and God, but a personal issue between man and God (p. 72)….Since God’s judicial demands against sin have 
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