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What Is The
Free-Grace Gospel?

What Is The
Saving Message?

or possibly better

LeaderQuest LQProviding Resources for
Rethinking & Implementing

Biblical Principles and Practices
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What You Believe Matters!

Those who claim the name Christian, but have 
never believed the simple gospel of salvation 
by grace, have no right to that name.

And by the same token
Those who think themselves Christians but 
have never understood the gospel offer must 
also be considered false professors, however 
sincere they may be in their error.  A person 
cannot believe what he does not know or 
understand.

Zane Hodges
Grace in Eclipse

pp. 17-18
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Hodges’ Hydra Article

Grace in Focus, Sept./Oct. 2008,GES
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Legalism’s Doctrinal Hydra

1. Ecclesiastical  (e.g., Roman Church)
2. Commitment  (e.g., Lordship)
3. Cultic  (e.g., Mormonism) 

Works Legalism

Knowledge Legalism

4. Theological  (e.g., Free Grace Debate)

Issue: How Much Need to Know?

Issue: How Much Need to Do?
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Ecclesiastical  Legalism1
Roman Church

Faith  =  Justification

Biblical Truth
Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Justification is by faith alone,
really alone!

   Christ  =  Eternal Life

Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Christ + Works = Eternal Life

Faith + Works = Justification

Justification is by faith, but
not by faith alone!
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Commitment  Legalism2
Reformed Theology

Faith  =  Justification

Biblical Truth
Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Justification is by faith alone,
really alone!

   Christ  =  Eternal Life

Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Christ* = Eternal Life

Justification  =  Faith* + Works

Justification is by faith alone,
but not by faith that is alone!

*Lordship’s surrender & commitment
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Cultic  Legalism3
Mormonism

Faith  =  Justification

Biblical Truth
Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Justification is by faith alone,
really alone!

   Christ  =  Eternal Life

Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Christ + Works = Eternal Life

Faith + Works = Salvation

Salvation...is not by free grace
alone.  It requires work.
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Theological  Legalism4
FGA

 Person + Works = Eternal Life
   (of Christ      (of Christ)
  & Promise)

Faith  =  Justification

GES
Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Justification is by faith alone,
really alone!

   Person  =  Eternal Life
             (of Christ  
            & Promise)

Theology

Formula

Conclusion

Faith  =  Justification

Justification is by faith alone,
really alone!
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Requiring more than is
actually required

is, in fact,
a form of Legalism!
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If there is more than one view
and

If only one view is valid,
then

Someone is WRONG!
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Legalism Illustrated

1. Ecclesiastical       Catholic Pope
2. Commitment          MacArthur
3. Cultic       Mormon President 

Doing Legalism

Knowing Legalism

4. Theological     Hodges or Hixson

Saving Message?

Saving Message?
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Simple Faith Alone
in Christ Alone,

seemingly isn’t that 
Simple anymore!

Shouldn’t it be simple enough
for a child to understand?

(Matt. 18:3-5; Lk. 18:15-17)
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• What is the Good News/Gospel?
• Is there a required “Content of Faith”?
• What is the Object of Saving Faith?
• Is “Evidence for Faith” the same as
   “Content of Faith”?
• Is the Gospel of John outdated?
• What is Saving Faith?

Issues To Consider
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Good News/Gospel List

 1. Christ died for our sins 
    (1 Cor. 15:3b)
 2. Christ was buried
    (1 Cor. 15:4a)
 3. Christ was raised 
    (1 Cor. 15:4b)
 4. Christ appeared to
    Cephas (1 Cor. 15:5a)
 5. Christ appeared to the
    twelve (1 Cor. 15:5b)
 6. Christ appeared to >500
    brethren (1 Cor. 15:6)
 7. Christ appeared to James
    (1 Cor. 15:7a)

 8. Christ appeared to all the
    apostles (1 Cor. 15:7b)
 9. Christ appeared to Paul
    (1 Cor. 15:8)
10. Christ was born
    (Lk. 2:11b)
11. Christ was born in
    Bethlehem (Lk. 2:11a)
12. God’s work of Justifica-
    tion (Rom. 1:16; ch. 3–5)
13. God’s work of Sanctifica-
    tion (Rom. 1:17; ch. 6–8)
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Content of Faith

Illustration #1 Illustration #2 Illustration #3
1. Christ’s deity
2. Christ’s death &
   resurrection
3. Gift by faith alone
4. Christ’s
   incarnation

Greg Schliesmann

1. Christ’s deity
2. Christ’s humanity
3. Christ’s death for
   our sins
4. Christ’s
   resurrection
5. Salvation by
   grace through
   faith alone

Tom Stegall

1. Jesus Christ
2. Christ is Son of
   God who died and  
   rose again
3. Christ paid one’s   
   personal penalty
   for sin
4. Christ gives
   eternal life to all   
   who trust Him
5. Trust Christ alone
   for saving faith

J.B. Nixson
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Supposed Core Essentials List

 1. Christ died for our sins 
    (1 Cor. 15:3b)
 2. Christ was buried
    (1 Cor. 15:4a)
 3. Christ was raised 
    (1 Cor. 15:4b)
 4. Christ appeared to
    Cephas (1 Cor. 15:5a)
 5. Christ appeared to the
    twelve (1 Cor. 15:5b)
 6. Christ appeared to >500
    brethren (1 Cor. 15:6)
 7. Christ appeared to James
    (1 Cor. 15:7a)

 8. Christ appeared to all the
    apostles (1 Cor. 15:7b)
 9. Christ appeared to Paul
    (1 Cor. 15:8)
10. Christ was born
    (Lk. 2:11b)
11. Christ was born in
    Bethlehem (Lk. 2:11a)
12. God’s work of Justifica-
    tion (Rom. 1:16; ch. 3–5)
13. God’s work of Sanctifica-
    tion (Rom. 1:17; ch. 6–8)
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Basis of Saving Faith

1.Death
2.Burial
3.Resur.
    4.
    5.
    6.
    7.
    8.
    9.
    10.
    11.
    12.
    13.

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.
 5.
 6.
 7.
 8.
 9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

ChristObject of Faith
Propositional

Truths

Supporting
Evidence

(authenticates
the Object)

Christ Object of Faith

Supporting
Evidence:

(authenticates
the Object)

FGA GES
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Essential Basis for Saving Faith

1.Death
2.Burial
3.Resur.
    4.
    5.
    6.
    7.
    8.
    9.
    10.
    11.
    12.
    13.

 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.
 5.
 6.
 7.
 8.
 9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

ChristObject of Faith
Propositional

Truths

Supporting
Evidence

(authenticates
the Object)

Christ Object of Faith

Supporting
Evidence:

(authenticates
the Object)

FGA GES
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Saving Faith
has No Content,
Only an Object!

However,
Supporting Evidence

Authenticates that Object!
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Is the Gospel of John Outdated?
Using the progressive revelation argument,

“Legalistic Gospel” advocates conclude
the cross and post-cross evidence

must always be included in the saving message.

Implication

Saving messages in the Gospel of John
are outdated and need updating.
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John’s Perspective
In John 7:39, the apostle clarified Christ’s
“rivers-of-living-water” teaching to refer

to the future ministry of the Spirit.
Yet, when penning his Gospel many years

after Christ’s death and resurrection, John doesn’t 
indicate anywhere that the saving message had 

changed since Christ’s time on earth.

Implication

John’s Gospel is not outdated
or in need of updating.
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Required Saving Message

FGA GES

Expanded Saving
Message

Christ + His Works

Minimal Saving
Message

Christ Alone
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Saving Faith

Persuasion, Confidence in, Reliance
upon the truthfulness

concerning the Person of Christ

Realization that what is said or promised
concerning the Person of Christ is true

To Embrace the truth
concerning the Person of Christ
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Evidence for Saving Faith

Does it matter How Much evidence is 
needed to persuade a person?

Does it matter Which evidence helps
persuade a person?
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What is the Critical Issue?

The Person of Christ,
Who can provide Eternal Life?

or

The detailed Means
to provide Eternal Life?
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What is the Bottom Line?

Believe in Christ?

or

Believe in Christ and
His Resume?

David Bast
Young Life

Jacksonville, FL
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Believing in the
Supporting Evidence

does not save!

rather

Believing in the
Person of Christ

saves!
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Requirement for Saving Faith

If you require only Christ,
you are a Minimalist

If you require Christ
and His works,

you are a Legalist
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Requiring more than is
actually required

is, in fact,
a form of Legalism!
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Heaven’s Entry Quiz

Believe in Christ for eternal life
Believe Christ died for our sins
Believe Christ was buried
Believe Christ was raised
Believe risen Christ appeared to many
Believe Christ was born
Believe Christ was born in Bethlehem
Believe in Justification
Believe in Sanctification
Believe in Christ’s virgin birth
Believe in Christ’s deity
Believe in the Trinity

Why do you deserve to be in heaven?
(mark all necessary to answer correctly)


